About
In 1977, West Virginia Dance Company was founded with
the distinct purpose of enriching lives through dance.
Today, the company continues to perform a unique
repertory of modern works inspired by the diverse cultures
and people of the world, including those of our home
region of Appalachia.
Believing that movement is a universal language of
communication that has the power to reach everyone, WV
Dance Company offers approachable modern dance with
educational, engaging and thought-provoking themes that
appeal to audiences of any age or background.

The company has performed throughout West Virginia and
the Mid-Atlantic region, and reaches tens of thousands of
K-12 students each year, through its touring arts education
program.
Engagements range from single performances to multiday residencies in K-12, college/university, or community
venues. Extensive outreach options are available in a
variety of formats for dancers and non-dancers alike,
allowing communities to connect and learn through
movement, gain insight into the process of dance and
provide a rich, participatory experience.
Learn more about community engagement: HERE.

Reflections
“A dream we dream alone is only a dream.
A dream we dream together is a reality.”
					– John Lennon
Forty years ago, when I was a young dancer completing my training,
all I wanted to do was dance and live in my home state of West
Virginia. Many said it wasn’t possible to do both… and they were right;
opportunities in professional modern dance didn’t exist in the state at
the time. What they didn’t know, however, was how committed I was
to making that dream a reality. Instead of moving away, I planted my
feet in the mountains and created an opportunity. It wasn’t easy, but
through the support of many mentors in the field and extraordinary arts
organizations, this company has grown and thrived.
Over the years, more than one hundred professional dancers – many
who moved to West Virginia from other states or countries – have
performed with the company. The dancers discovered that the art they
love to perform can also be so much more: that movement could be
used to get kids moving while they learn, that it could provide insight
to students about a variety of cultures around the world, and that it
can make a tremendous impact in the lives of students with disabilities.
In Appalachia, where professional arts opportunities are limited, our
community and student audiences experience movement as a unique
language for communication.

“Dance filled with rich,
full movement, performed
by a company of strong
committed dancers…exciting
and easy to watch.”
- Jan Van Dyke
UNC Greensboro

The work of the West Virginia Dance Company has been a fascinating,
life-long learning experience, taking all of us along a delightful,
rewarding, and at times unexpected path. I’m extremely proud of what
we’ve accomplished over the years and the role we’ve played in bringing
high-quality arts and education to students here and throughout the
region. I’m grateful to all the dancers who brought their talents to the
company and all the supporters who made our work possible. This
season is a celebration of a dream, realized together, and the knowledge
that we’ve made a difference in the lives of those around us.

		Toneta Akers-Toler

		Founder and Managing Artistic Director

“…high standards of creative and
educational achievement… a company
to support and applaud!”
- Gerri Houlihan
Former Dean of American
Dance Festival
“…this is a gem of a company.
Their work is excellent.”
- David Howard, Ballet Master

“Their work is always exciting, colorful, varied
and accessible for our audience. An inspiration
to our young performers.”
- Tom Schoffler
WV Wesleyan College

Performance Repertory
In celebration of our 40th season, WV Dance Company will
introduce two new works to the repertoire.
From the Depths by Founder and Managing Artistic
Director, Toneta Akers-Toler, offers a personal reflection on
the universe within each of us and the infinite possibilities
for harmony (or discord) between humans as our energies
intersect. As we each live our truth, we encounter moments
when our body, mind and soul are truly connected and we
can be fully present and truly ourselves. It is from this state
of mind – called duende in Spanish arts - that we can then
best respond to the world around us. Latin jazz was chosen
for this piece, as a parallel to the improvisational nature of
our lives. Dancers respond individually to the structure and
theme of the piece while maintaining duende, resulting in
a performance that is as unique and emotionally distinct as
our own experience.
Schubert Variations, an American Masterpiece by Gerri
Houlihan, is choreographed to the second movement
of Franz Schubert’s String Quartet No. 14 in D minor,
and explores the use of theme and variation through
the microcosm of young people and their relationships.
The opening scene presents the theme followed by four
variations: a passionate solo, a romantic quartet, a virtuosic
and humorous duet for two men and a playful duet for two
young lovers. Finally, the dancers reunite before exiting the
stage, alone or in pairs... each with their own story to tell.
In addition to these new works, WV Dance Company will
also begin a new two-year tour of its award-winning arts
education program. It’s Your World, Full STEAM Ahead
is available to presenters for outreach and youth/family
audiences, through arts councils and directly to school
systems.
Learn more about our educational programming: HERE.

Selected Repertory
Sketches of Fall
A reflection on the writing of Pearl S. Buck about the
first time she experienced fall in WV. Rich colors and
high-energy movement attract the eye, immersing the
observer in the vibrant and ever-changing patterns and
rhythms of the season.
• Choreography: Toneta Akers-Toler
• Dancers: 6
Ahava
In 2006, the United Nations instituted an International
Day of Commemoration, declaring that, “the Holocaust,
which resulted in the murder of one-third of the
Jewish people along with countless members of other
minorities, will forever be a warning to all people of the
dangers of hatred, bigotry, racism and prejudice.” A solo
that contemplates the darkest time of the 20th century
and the question: “Do any of us really have freedom, if
one of us does not?”
• Choreography: Toneta Akers-Toler
• Dancers: 1
The Mountains Speak
A collaborative project among WV artists telling a
decidedly American story. With choreography by
Toneta Akers-Toler and Donald Laney, this new work is
a reflection upon themes of injustice and perseverance
including the strength of women and the role of faith in
providing hope. Set to music by fiddle champion Jake
Krack and a cappella group Bare Bones and including
vocals by WV’s storyteller Adam Booth, The Mountains
Speak promises a unique and moving audience
experience.
• Choreography: Toneta Akers-Toler, Donald Laney
• Dancers: 6

Spirit Chaser
An artistic interpretation of a traditional
African folktale about the relationship between
predator and prey. Brought to life by the use of
a dynamic mask and set against a background
of original music, this collaboration parallels
the cross-pollination of artistic ideas shared
between the countries of Africa
• Choreography: Carli Mareneck
• Dancers: 1
Sunflares
An abstract interpretation of the scientific,
astronomical happening known as “sun flares.”
Lifts and movement show the flares themselves
in the circle of space.
• Choreography: Donald Laney
• Dancers: 6
Sargasso Sea
Images and movement representing the
fascinating sea at the heart of the Bermuda
Triangle.
• Choreography: Toneta Akers-Toler
• Dancers: 6
Realization
Interpreting a moment when you realize how
different, yet how alike, we really are.
• Choreography: Gretchen Moore
• Dancers: 3
Dynamic Equilibrium
A rhythmic, physical expression of images from
Chinese culture.
• Choreography: Heather Taylor-Martin
• Dancers: 6
Check out sample videos on Vimeo: HERE.

Community Engagement
Keeping with our mission to “enrich lives through dance,”
WV Dance Company offers a wide variety of community
engagement experiences. Each residency or individual
outreach activity is approached from the perspective
that movement is universal and has the power to
reach anyone, regardless of age or background, with
a meaningful experience. Some examples of activities
available to presenters and communities during a WVDC
engagement include:
Technique Workshops
Customized instruction in ballet, jazz, and Graham
modern dance technique, taught with emphasis on
body science and exploration of the elements of energy,
space and time. Beginner to advanced instruction levels
available.
Choreography Workshops
Improvisational exploration in the BEST (Body, Energy,
Space, Time) framework, encouraging individual creativity
and collaboration. Beginner to advanced instruction levels
available.
Repertory Workshops
Choreography workshop exploring one of WVDC’s
active repertory works including technique involved
and the process of developing a theme or idea through
movement. Beginner to advanced instruction levels
available.
Community Workshops
Improvisational explorations for a mixed group of
community members of all ages. No dance experience is
required.

Interdisciplinary Connections
Workshops for university students or the general public
that draw connections between other disciplines and
dance through the language of movement communication.
No dance experience is required.
Examples include:
• Form Follows Function: Engineering and Architecture
students explore the parallels between movement and
structural concepts while drawing inspiration from design
elements.
• Many Forms of Communication: Explores the many
different forms of human communication, including
movement, and their interdependence and importance
over time.
• Dance in the Classical World: Referencing the fathers
of Western Philosophy and Mathematics, this workshop
explores the integral role of dance in the development of
the whole person during the Western classical period.
• Music Moves: Participants create individual movement
phrases using the same musical score resulting in unique
visual representations of the same underlying rhythm.
Excellent physical exploration of the structure of music.
• Movement for Theatre: Addresses the role of posture and
movement in developing physical expression in both acting
technique and musical theatre.

Arts Education
WV Dance Company’s K-12 educational tour is a
comprehensive program integrating arts-based
learning across the curriculum, while drawing on global
connections. The program is available directly to schools,
through arts councils, and to presenters for outreach or
family audiences.
The educational touring program includes:
Assembly Performance
A one-hour performance comprised of seven different
dance works, each representing one of the seven
continents and teaching a different core subject
curriculum. Each piece is preceded by a brief oral
presentation that includes an explanation of the curricular
subject represented, the research and creative process
involved and what to look for in the dance to further
understanding.

Student Workshop
A one-hour, interactive STEAM workshop enabling students to
explore topics in science through creative movement. Students
learn basic movement concepts and how ideas and scientific
principles can be represented through movement before
exploring and creating their own compositions.
Teacher Workshop
Optional add-on, offered to help educators understand the
benefits of arts-based education and learn how to incorporate
effective, proven arts-based learning techniques into their
classrooms. This workshop is especially effective when conducted
in advance of a WVDC school performance so that teachers can
utilize their new skills immediately afterward.
A comprehensive, grade-specific teacher study guide is also
included with the program to encourage the continuation of a
meaningful educational experience within the classroom. WVDC’s
entire program is aligned with Common Core Standards.

“Beautiful dancing, a diverse and engaging
repertory, and a first-class education program.”
- Kate Trammell, James Madison University

“True professionals and collaborative in every
sense, from their work with our technical and
design team to the way they interact with young
people on our campus.”  
- Tom Schoffler
WV Wesleyan College

Marketing
The WV Dance Company supports performances and outreach
programs with a comprehensive library of marketing materials,
including: high-res photography, promotional broadcast TV spots,
press releases, marketing posters, detailed program descriptions
and social media networking support.
Visit our press room: HERE.

Technical & Booking
Technical:

WVDC requests a performance space that is at least 30’x30’.
We can provide a dance floor, if one is not available at the venue.
We can also provide our own lighting designer who will work
closely with the presenter’s technical staff to develop the best
lighting situation possible, but presenters are asked to have an
existing light plot already set.
The WVDC technical staff requests the presenter have a sound
system close to the lighting board, but can work with presenters
who do not have those capabilities.

Booking:

WV Dance Company’s touring season runs from the fall through
the spring of each year.
To learn more about the company, discuss ideas for an
engagement, or request a quote, please contact us!

304.252.0030 • Booking@WVDanceCo.com

For more details, contact Booking@WVDanceCo.com

