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TOUR AT A GLANCE:

40 schools served in
9 WV counties
12,000+ students
served
9 WV Counties
Teachers workshops
provided
11 public, college &
university
performances
2 WV Governor's
School
performances
19 Artists supported
by WVDC projects

Touring Report
An inspiring season of re-imagined experiences .

The 2021-2022 season marked WV Dance Company's 46th year serving
communities throughout WV with public dance performances and
educational arts programs for K-12 students. The season began with inschool performances of the company's arts integration program, "Exploration
Earth: Your World through STEAM," in Raleigh, Upshur and Wyoming County
schools and continued with school residencies in Kanawha County, Marshall
County, Lincoln County, Harrison County, and Marion County reaching more
than 12,000 students and teachers. A major highlight of this season was the
addition to the repertory of works created by master artist Gerri Houlihan,
Toneta Akers-Toler, Donald Laney, Dane Toney, Heather Taylor-Martin,
Maureen Mansfield Kaddar, and Carli Mareneck. These works created a highlevel variety of performances for audiences of all ages. Spring touring
throughout West Virginia also included exciting visits to teach and perform at
Slippery Rock University in Pennsylvania and Radford University in Virginia.
The 2021-2022 touring season will end with performances for the WV
Governor's School for the Arts and WV Governor's Honors Academy.

New Works Created
The dance choreography created was "Every Little Movement" and "Between
Angels" by master artist Gerri Houlihan, "Souvenir: Diary 2020" and "Mirage"
by artistic director Toneta Akers-Toler, "Katabatic Gusts" and "I Was Almost
Alright" by Donald Laney, "Prakasa" by Heather Taylor-Martin,
"Metamorphosis" by Carli Mareneck, Effervescence 60m by Dane Toney, and
"Dream Weaver" by Maureen Mansfield Kaddar.
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Audience Spotlight
As a citizen of West Virginia, a supporter of the arts, and an educator in this
state, I write in full support of Toneta Akers-Toler and the West Virginia Dance
Company. The education, creativity, and recreation experienced through the
WVDC is a treasure to our state and the Appalachian region. I first became
aware of the WVDC in 2018 when I became a co-dean of the WV Governor’s
Honors Academy, though the dance company’s involvement with GHA predates
me. The founder and director of the WVDC, Ms. Akers-Toler, teaches GHA
students how to listen, feel and learn from their own bodies through motion. Her
class connects STEM and the arts, just like the WVDC does in their programming.
Ms. Akers-Toler, while first a dancer and choreographer, is also an exceptional
educator. She is one of the only people in West Virginia using dance to teach
educational standards, like the phases of a solar eclipse. This unique ability is
due to her incredible creativity, evident to anyone witnessing a WVDC
performance.
The creativity of the WVDC keeps it relevant. Just in the past few years, I’ve
seen pieces about glassblowing, coal mines, isolation, and more. Not only can
the WVDC perform intricate, impressive dances, but they can also teach or
augment education for everything from local history to global pandemics. The
dances performed and stories told create an interdisciplinary experience that
connects the performers to the audience. Since I have only ever witnessed the
WVDC from the audience, that is where I must speak from; I watch, I learn, and I
enjoy. The WVDC is easy to enjoy. For some, just attending a performance and
getting to feed the arts portion of my brain is worth the price of admission. The
dancers, many of whom represent different regions of Appalachia, are
competitive with any dance company I’ve seen. They’re strong, talented, and
energetic, truly a joy to watch.
Simply, the WVDC is fun. When our GHA students experience a WVDC
performance, they get to step outside of a traditional classroom, away from
traditional methods, and learn in a new way, and they have fun. The West Virginia
Dance Company is a treasure for our region, our students, and our arts
community. I hope to see WVDC perform many more times, because I know that
when I see a performance, I will learn, be inspired, and be refreshed.
Cara Bailey WVGHA Dean, 2018-2021 Assistant Dean,
Marshall University Honors College
Aug. 31, 2021

As a small non-profit, WVDC remains
a prudent manager of finances with
91% of its budget allocated to
program expenses. Contributed
funding has diversified over the
years to include corporate
foundations. WVDC has participated
in loan and grant programs available
to small businesses and artists
during the continuation of the covid
pandemic this touring season. Funds
have been raised for sustaining the
company through booking 52
performances during this touring
season, although, covid restrictions
created many schedule changes
and cancellations.

FUNDING PARTNER
SPOTLIGHT
The Carter Family Foundation, a
private foundation based in Raleigh
County, has been a consistent and
joyful sponsor of the WVDC for the
past 13 years. We continue to see the
impact of the donated dollars
throughout the community. WVDC
has been performing for West
Virginia for 46 years. Based in
Beckley, WV, it is the only touring
professional dance company in the
history of the state. WVDC serves as
an ambassador for the arts, not only
in Raleigh County but throughout
the entire state reaching students,
teachers, and audiences of all ages.
The COVID pandemic has been a
difficult time. The WV Dance
Company has been able to continue
an outlet for many who otherwise
would have little to look forward to.
Chris Kyser, Carter Family
Foundation Fiduciary Advisor,
United Wealth Management,
February 21, 2022

